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Boys & Girls Club of Cypress Keeps All Kids Included

CYPRESS, California -  February 5, 2009

The Boys & Girls Club of Cypress actively provides opportunities for children with special needs to be included in summer and afterschool activities.  The Club was honored to be selected as a National Affiliate for Kids Included Together, Inc. (KIT) which is sponsored by Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation (MEAF). As a National affiliate, the Boys & Girls Club of Cypress will receive training and technical support to continue to strengthen the inclusion opportunities. 
The Club has worked closely with KIT and MEAF for several years. In June 2008, the Club hosted inclusion trainings for local Mitsubishi Electric employee volunteers and club staff. The volunteer group from the corporate headquarters in Cypress were the first community members to tour the newly renovated Club. Volunteers assisted in buying and assembling furniture for the new Club. 

The Moody Branch of the Boys & Girls Club of Cypress currently has 193 members enrolled, and approximately 10% of the children have special needs. The Club works closely with Regional Center of Orange County and the YMCA Inclusion Behavioral Program to provide one-on-one assistance for members who seek additional services.

KIT’s mission is to provide best practices training for community-based youth organizations committed to including children with disabilities into their existing recreational, social and child care programs. MEAF’s mission is to help young people with disabilities to maximize their potential and participation in society. For more information on inclusion, please visit the KIT website at www.kitonline.org or for more information about the Boys & Girls Club of Cypress, please visit our website at www.boysandgirlsclubofcypress.com or call the Club at 714/527-2697 ext. 200.

###

"We must build a world free of unnecessary barriers, stereotypes, and discrimination.... policies must be developed, attitudes must be shaped, and buildings and organizations must be designed to ensure that everyone has a chance to get the education they need and live independently as full citizens in their communities."
-- Barack Obama

“Inclusion is a belief in every person's inherent right to participate fully in society. Inclusion implies acceptance of differences. It means welcoming and valuing a person who would otherwise be excluded.” –KIT website
