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Community Raises $25,000 for Boys & Girls Club
Local community members and businesses raised over $25,000 for the Boys & Girls Club of Cypress at the You Make the Magic Happen fundraiser dinner and auction at Old Ranch Country Club on November 13.  The event, chaired by Kerry Benson, began at 6:00 PM with a fabulous tasting of numerous varietals from wineries throughout Paso Robles.  Guests enjoyed bidding on a wonderful array of silent auction items procured by Silent Auction Committee members led by Auction chairs Shelly Bailey and Jacqui Bowerman. 

Ms. Benson welcomed the more than 200 guests and introduced an inspiring video of the kids in action at the Club.  Guests dined on a sumptuous dinner that included grilled tri tip and chicken florentine, au gratin potatoes, and the extremely popular warm apple cobbler with vanilla ice cream.

The event provides scholarships for children to attend the Boys & Girls Club. The event Chair, Kerry Benson said, “Our Club is a safe, fun place for kids to learn and grow. If the Club wasn’t here, many parents might be forced to choose between leaving their jobs or leaving their children home alone.”

The Boys & Girls Club Board President, Jeff Kepley and Executive Director Anne Hertz, presented Cypress School District Board of Trustees and Superintendent Sheri Loewenstein with Service to Youth Awards for their many years of support and partnership with the Club. Congressman Ed Royce’s representative Ryan Holmes additionally presented certificates of achievement.

Shortly after Sheri became Superintendent of the Cypress School District in July, 2006 the school district applied for an afterschool program grant. She had the opportunity to work with a large company or with our Boys & Girls Club.  Sheri chose to work with the Boys & Girls Club and together the district and the Club have created a wonderful afterschool program at Swain Elementary School.

Sheri has served on the Board of Directors for the Boys & Girls Club of Cypress and for the Boys & Girls Club of Westminster. Prior to her position in Cypress she was with the Westminster School District for 14 years serving six years as an elementary and middle school principal, eight years as Associate Superintendent of Personnel Services and two years as Superintendent. 

In 2002 Sheri was named Personnel Administrator of the Year in Orange County by the Association of California School Administrators In 2004 she received a certificate of Special Congressional Recognition for Women Who Make a Difference in their community.  “We’re proud that Sheri is a part of our Cypress community and our Boys & Girls Club - helping us make a positive difference in the lives of all of our kids”, stated Anne Hertz, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club.
“The Cypress School District is one of the reasons that our community is such a great place for families to raise their children,” stated Shelly Bailey. Every day our schools help our children reach their potential by providing a quality staff, low class size, well-maintained and safe campuses, opportunities for parent involvement, a focus on high standards with high expectations, while developing positive self-esteem in children. 

The entire district works closely with the Boys & Girls Club. Staff members have provided professional staff development for Club employees. Teachers have also volunteered to help tutor our members, supervise field trips and teach fun special interest classes at the Club.  The Food Service department has worked with our Club to provide healthy snacks and nutrition education for members. The Transportation Department brings members who have special needs to the Club every day. When the Club was being remodeled the District let us use Cawthon Elementary School Campus for the summer program.    This collaborative partnership enables the District and the Club to share talent, ideas, experience, and resources to ensure our community and the kids have the best afterschool programs possible.

The Cypress School District Board of Trustees are President, David Giese; Members: Ellen Friedmann, Valeri Peters Wagner, Donna Erickson, and Donna McDougall. Collectively they have well over 100 years of experience leading our district.  Together they have experience as business leaders, professional educators, and parent volunteers. David Giese, Ellen Friedmann, Donna McDougall, and Donna Erickson are former members of the Board of Directors of the Boys & Girls Club.
The 2009 Youth of the Year, Kimberly Ramirez, spoke to the guests. She told the group that the Club helped her complete her homework and they she really liked going everyday. Kimberly was joined by her proud parents Ana and David as the crowd applauded this charming Club representative.
Tawnie Bassett-Parkins served as the very entertaining auctioneer. Fred Taylor of USA Express Good Year’s Blimp Ride, Larry and Karla Milligan of Milligan’s Air Conditioning’s Boat Cruise, Doug and Shelly Bailey’s USC/UCLA Game Tickets and Above All Catering’s dinner for 8 generated a great deal of bidding excitement in the Live Auction.  D.J.  Bill Lovelace provided entertainment throughout the event.

The event was financially supported by Bandai Corporation, Los Alamitos Race Track, Old Ranch Country Club, Union Bank, Willows – A Floral Impression and Yamaha Motor Corporation. Table Sponsors included Mr. and Mrs. Doug and Shelly Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Kerry Benson, Mr. and Mrs. David and Deni Frias, Mr. and Mrs. Tony and Sheri Loewenstein, Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Lydia Sondhi, Mrs. Betty Lou Wallace, Cambridge Financial, Mitsubishi Electric & Electronics USA, Rotary Club of Cypress. Wine tables were sponsored by Ken Babb Insurance, Anne & Tony Nieto, Rotary Club of Cypress, and Cypress Police Officers Association. Willow’s Florist provided beautiful centerpieces. Hundreds of generous friends of the Club provided auction items. 

"The boys and Girls club of Cypress plays a vital role in servicing the youth in our community. In light of the current economic environment, their services are desperately needed and they have done a fabulous job of providing a wide array of programs for our children, “ stated Cypress Mayor, Doug Bailey.

For more information about the Club or to donate to our scholarship fund, please call the Club’s Executive Director, Anne Hertz, at 714-527-2697x.201 or view the website at www.boysandgirlsclubofcypress.com
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